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by Jacqueline B. Helfgott, Brandon N. Bledsoe, and Katie Kepler

The Seattle Public Safety Survey, now in its eighth year, is administered annually from Oct. 15 to Nov. 30.

The survey is part of the Micro-Community Policing Plans (MCPP), a collaboration between Seattle

University (SU) Crime and Justice Research Center and the Seattle Police Department (SPD), focused on

police and community engagement at the neighborhood level.
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The survey is administered in 11 languages, and dialogue between community members and police are

conducted between administration of surveys to provide community members with an opportunity to

discuss the survey findings and real-time public safety concerns with Seattle Police personnel. These dis‐

cussions also serve as an opportunity for police and community members to work together to improve

public safety through increased engagement between officers and the communities they serve.

The Seattle Public Safety Survey and the MCPP Community-Police Dialogues reflect the voices of thou‐

sands of people who live and/or work in Seattle every year. Outreach to the community for the survey

and the community-police dialogues involve extensive precinct and neighborhood-based recruitment

through emails, social media, and distribution of flyers across the city to community centers, community

groups, religious organizations, businesses, nonprofit organizations, private organizations, cultural cen‐

ters, schools and universities, retirement communities, residential buildings, neighborhood councils, city

advisory boards, public libraries, emergency service centers, and a broad range of individuals across all

Seattle neighborhoods. 

The MCPP is a grassroots attempt to understand nuanced neighborhood-based perspectives of all peo‐

ple who live and/or work in Seattle based on the idea that community perceptions of crime matter and

no two neighborhoods in Seattle are alike. The Seattle Public Safety Survey and the Community-Police

Dialogues depend on community participation of individuals from all demographic groups to reflect the

voices of all who live and/or work in Seattle, especially those who historically have not had the opportu‐

nity to participate in conversations with and about police, police reform, and public safety. The voices of

marginalized community members are critical to understanding the perceptions of public safety and se‐

curity for those who live and/or work in Seattle. Different perspectives reflected in the survey and the

dialogues have immense value to empower Seattle to address nuanced neighborhood-based concerns

about public safety and quality of life elements of neighborhoods including how to resolve issues of lack

of trust in the police and system-level racial discrimination and bias. 

Just as all Seattle neighborhoods are not alike, public safety and security concerns of members of demo‐

graphic groups are not alike. Please consider participating in the Seattle Public Safety Survey, which is

available until Dec. 2, 2023, and sharing the opportunity with others who are concerned about their

neighborhoods, safety, law enforcement, or any other community concern. To take the survey, go to

PublicSafetySurvey.org.

(Note: The survey will be open for an additional day beyond Nov. 30 to ensure that those who read this article

have the opportunity to participate in the survey. To take the survey, go to PublicSafetySurvey.org.)

There will be three “Before the Badge Dialogues” Community-Police Dialogues held in December — Dec.

5 (North Precinct), Dec. 12 (South Precinct), and Dec. 19 (Southwest Precinct). To sign up to participate

in a dialogue, visit the Seattle Public Safety Survey’s “Before the Badge” Community-Police Dialogues

webpage.
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The South Seattle Emerald is committed to holding space for a variety of viewpoints within our community, with

the understanding that differing perspectives do not negate mutual respect amongst community members.

The opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints expressed by the contributors on this website do not necessarily reflect the

opinions, beliefs, and viewpoints of the Emerald or official policies of the Emerald.

https://www.publicsafetysurvey.org/before-the-badge-mcpp-community-police-dialogues.html
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Jacqueline B. Helfgott, Ph.D. is a professor of criminal justice and director of the Crime &

Justice Research at the Seattle University Department of the Criminal Justice, Criminology &
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Forensics. She is principal investigator for the Seattle Police Department’s Micro-Community

Policing Plans and the Seattle Public Safety Survey collaboration between Seattle University

and the Seattle Police Department.
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Brandon N. Bledsoe is a student in Seattle University’s Master of Arts in Criminal Justice pro‐

gram and is serving as the South and Southwest Precinct research analyst for the Seattle

Police Department’s Micro-Community Policing Plans.
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Katie Kepler is a student in Seattle University’s Master of Arts in Criminal Justice program

and is serving as the North Precinct research analyst for the Seattle Police Department’s

Micro-Community Policing Plans.
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Before you move on to the next story …

The South Seattle Emerald is brought to you by Rainmakers. Rainmakers give 

recurring gifts at any amount. With over 1,000 Rainmakers, the Emerald is 

truly community-driven local media. Help us keep BIPOC-led media free and 

accessible. 

 

If just half of our readers signed up to give $6 a month, we wouldn't have to 

fundraise for the rest of the year. Small amounts make a difference. 

 

We cannot do this work without you. Become a Rainmaker today!
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